
MORTON’S BOOK CLUB 

“Customer quotes, 

called “pull quotes,” are 

an excellent way to 

demonstrate your suc-

cess and put emphasis 

on your values. They 

also add visual interest 

to your newsletter...” 

- Kim Abercrombie 

-New York 

Times 

“An absorbing, 

beautifully and 

tenderly absurd, 

heart-breaking 

narrative...It is a 

truly gripping 

story, told in 

lean, hard     

athletic prose… 

magnificent.”  
         
 

Ernest Hemingway 

About the book: 

 The quintessential novel of the Lost Generation, The 
Sun Also Rises is one of Ernest Hemingway ’s mas-
terpieces and a classic example of his spare but pow-
erful writing style. 

A poignant look at the disillusionment and angst of 

the post-World War I generation, the novel introduc-

es two of Hemingway’s most unforgettable charac-

ters: Jake Barnes and Lady Brett Ashley. The story 

follows the flamboyant Brett and the hapless Jake as 

they journey from the wild nightlife of 1920s Paris to 

the brutal bullfighting rings of Spain with a motley 

group of expatriates. First published in 1926, The 

Sun Also Rises helped establish Hemingway as one 

of the greatest writers of the twentieth century. 
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Book Discussion Questions 
 

 

1. When Jake Barnes rebuffs the prostitute Georgette because he is "sick," she says, 

"Everybody's sick. I'm sick, too" (p.23). Is Georgette's observation an appropriate de-

scription of the people in the novel? Why is Jake's emasculating wound such an effec-

tive symbol? 

 

2. When Jake and Bill walk during the Paris evening looking at Notre Dame, watching 

young lovers, and savoring cooking smells, Jake asks whether Bill would like a drink. 

Why does Bill respond, "No...I don't need it" (p. 83)? Why does Jake say that for Cohn 

the Bayonne cathedral was "a very good example of something or other" (p. 96)? 

 

3. Is Jake and Bill's fishing trip to Burguete relevant to the epigraph from Ecclesiastes? 

How do their conversations in Burguete differ from those they have back in Pamplo-

na? How do Robert's, Mike's, and Brett's absences from the fishing trip set them apart 

from Jake and Bill? Why is the Englishman Harris included in the Burguete scene? 

 

4. How would you describe Jake Barnes's relationship with Brett? Does he love her; 

understand her? Is his view of Brett constant? How does he see her at the close of the 

novel? What does he mean when he says, "Isn't it pretty to think so," when Brett tells 

him that they "could have had such a damned good time together" (p. 251)? 

 

5. If Hemingway's novel is about "the lost generation," do we conclude that all five of 

the persons who have gone to Pamplona are lost? Is there evidence that moral or 

spiritual cleansing ever takes place in the novel?  

www.mission.lib.tx.us              www.facebook.com/SpeerMemorialLibrary  


